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1. Annotations  
 
Annotation Meaning of annotation  

 
Blank Page  

 Highlight  
Off-page comment   

 
Assertion  

 
Analysis  

 
Evaluation  

 
Explanation 

 
Factor  

 
Illustrates/Describes 

 
Irrelevant, a significant amount of material that does not answer the question 

 
Judgement  

 
Knowledge and understanding  

 
Provenance  

 
Simple comment 

 
Unclear 

 
View  
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2. Subject Specific Marking Instructions 
 

Question Answer Mark Guidance 
1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Using these four sources in their historical context, 
assess the view that Somerset was to blame for the 
political instability during the reign of Edward VI. 
 

• In discussing how Source A does or does not 
support the view, answers might refer to the 
actions of Thomas Seymour who, the source 
claims, was ambitious and tried to stir up discontent 
towards Somerset. 

• In discussing the provenance of Source A, 
answers might consider that it is an act of Attainder, 
so designed to explain why he was guilty. 

• In discussing the historical context of Source A, 
answers might consider that Somerset wanted to 
increase his own powers and looked to remove his 
brother, who was later executed. 

• In discussing how Source B does or does not 
support the view, answers might refer to the 
nature of Somerset’s government, how Somerset 
was to blame for the unrest of the summer of 1549. 
It might be argued that councillors, notably 
Northumberland, and nobles were responsible as 
they plotted. 

• In discussing the provenance of Source B, 
answers might consider that it was from a 
contemporary chronicle, although written in 1568. 

• In discussing the historical context of Source B, 
answers might consider that Somerset ruled without 
reference to the Privy Council and how policies may 
be seen as responsible for the unrest and how he 
controlled Edward. 

• In discussing how Source C does support the 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The indicative content lists features of the period studied that 
relate to the question set.  
Neither significance nor relative importance are 
attributed to the features listed.  
The indicative content is intended to reflect the knowledge 
and understanding a candidate is likely to analyse and 
evaluate in order to arrive at a judgement in line with the 
question set.  

• No set answer is expected 
• Knowledge must not be credited in isolation, it should 

only be credited where it is used to analyse and 
evaluate the sources, in line with descriptions in the 
levels mark scheme. 
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view, answers might refer to Somerset’s 
involvement in a conspiracy against 
Northumberland now the latter was in power. 

• In discussing the provenance of Source C, 
answers might consider that it is contemporary and 
from London. 

• In discussing the historical context of Source C, 
answers might refer to Northumberland having 
restored Somerset to some offices and marriage 
between the families, with Somerset’s daughter 
marrying his son. They might argue that Somerset 
wanted to restore his power and continued to plot. 

• In discussing how Source D does and does not 
support the view, answers might refer to 
Northumberland’s fear of Somerset and to 
Somerset’s plan to imprison Northumberland.  

• In discussing the provenance of Source D, 
answers might refer to the official nature of the 
source but note that it might be a forgery and 
therefore not trustworthy. 

• In discussing the historical context of Source D, 
answers might consider that the incident was part of 
the factional struggle that had been on-going since 
1549 and Somerset’s removal. They might argue 
that Warwick wanted to secure his position and had 
placed his own supporters in positions of power, this 
would remove the one person who might oppose 
him. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The indicative content lists features of the period studied that 

PMT



Y106/01 Mark Scheme October 2021 

5 

2* 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3* 

‘Henry VII’s foreign policy did little to improve 
England’s position in Europe.’ How far do you agree? 
 In arguing that it did little to improve England’s 
position: 

• Answers might consider that England was still not 
a major power compared with France and Spain. 

• Answers might consider that at the end of his reign 
England was isolated and not a member of the 
League of Cambrai. 

• Answers might consider Henry’s failure to secure a 
marriage after the death of his wife. 

• Answers might consider that Henry was unable to 
restore the English-Burgundian-Spanish alliance in 
the latter years of his reign. 

• Answers might consider the inability of Henry to 
secure an anti-Spanish alliance in 1508 when Louis 
XII decided he could not antagonize Spain. 

• Answers might consider the failure to gain access 
to the New World trade or to limit Hanse privileges. 

 
In arguing that he did improve England’s position: 

• Answers might consider the marriage of Arthur to 
Catherine of Aragon and the alliance with Spain. 

• Answers might consider the avoidance of war with 
Scotland with the treaties and marriage of his 
daughter. This went someway to securing the 
northern border. 

• Answers might consider that eventually the Yorkist 
threat from Burgundy was diminished. 

• Answers might consider that after the early years 
he avoided war with the traditional enemy, France. 

• Answers might consider the number of treaties 
and marriage agreements that gave the dynasty 
recognition and made England less likely to be 
attacked. 
 

20 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
20 

relate to the question set.  
Neither significance nor relative importance are 
attributed to the features listed.  
The indicative content is intended to reflect the knowledge 
and understanding a candidate is likely to analyse and 
evaluate in order to arrive at a judgement in line with the 
question set. 
 

• No set answer is expected. 
• At Level 5 there will be judgement as to whether 

Henry’s foreign policy did improve England’s position 
or not. 

• At higher Levels candidates might establish criteria 
against which to judge ‘improve England’s position’. 

• To be valid judgements, claims must be supported by 
relevant and accurate material. If not, they are 
assertions. 

• Knowledge must not be credited in isolation, it should 
only be credited where it is used as the basis for 
analysis and evaluation, in line with descriptions in the 
levels mark scheme. 
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‘Lack of noble support was the most important reason 
for Wolsey’s fall from power.’ How far do you agree? 
 
In arguing that lack of noble support was the most 
important reason: 

• Answers might consider that Wolsey’s policies, 
particularly social and administrative had 
antagonised the nobility who did not defend him. 

• Answers might consider that the nobility resented 
Wolsey’s influence, alter rex, given his background. 

• Answers might consider that the nobility resented 
his wealth, such as Hampton Court. 

• Answers might consider how the legal system had 
been used against them. 

• Answers might consider how the Eltham 
Ordinances had limited access to the monarch. 

• Answers might consider factional struggles and 
influence of the Boleyns over Henry. 

 
In arguing that there were other more important 
issues: 

• Answers might consider his failure to secure an 
annulment from Catherine for Henry. 

• Answers might consider the importance of the 
King’s Great Matter in shaping the monarch’s view. 

• Answers might consider Wolsey’s failure to secure 
the annulment having promised Henry it would be 
obtainable and quick. 

• Answers might consider Wolsey’s failure to secure 
the Amicable Grant, which limited Henry’s attempt 
to secure the French crown. 

• Answers might consider foreign policy 
developments, particularly the Sack of Rome in 
limiting Wolsey’s influence. 

• Answers might consider that Wolsey had resisted 
attacks on him for fifteen years, suggesting it was 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The indicative content lists features of the period studied that 
relate to the question set.  
Neither significance nor relative importance are 
attributed to the features listed.  
The indicative content is intended to reflect the knowledge 
and understanding a candidate is likely to analyse and 
evaluate in order to arrive at a judgement in line with the 
question set.  
 

• No set answer is expected. 
• At Level 5 there will be judgement as to whether ‘lack 

of noble support’ was the most important factor, as 
asserted in the statement. 

• At higher Levels candidates might establish criteria 
against which to judge ‘most important’. 

• To be valid judgements, claims must be supported by 
relevant and accurate material. If not, they are 
assertions.  

• Knowledge must not be credited in isolation, it should 
only be credited where it is used as the basis for 
analysis and evaluation, in line with descriptions in the 
levels mark scheme. 
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the failure to gain an annulment which was the most 
important issue. 

• Answers might consider that Henry believed 
Wolsey was deliberately slowing down the process. 
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APPENDIX 1 – this contains a generic mark scheme grid 
 

 AO2: Analyse and evaluate appropriate source materials, primary and/or contemporary to the period, within its historical context. 

 Generic mark scheme for Section A, Question 1: How far do the four sources support the view? [30] 

Level 6 
26–30 
marks 

The answer has a very good focus on the question throughout. The sources are fully evaluated, using both provenance and detailed 
and accurate knowledge of their historical context in a balanced way, in order to engage with the sources and reach a convincing, 
fully supported analysis of them in relation to the issue in the question. 

Level 5 
21–25 
marks 

The answer has a good focus on the question. The sources are evaluated, using both provenance and relevant knowledge of their 
historical context, in order to engage with the sources and reach a supported analysis of them in relation to the issue in the question. 
There may be some imbalance in the analysis between use of provenance and use of knowledge. 

Level 4 
16–20 
marks 

The answer is mostly focused on the question. The sources are evaluated, using both provenance and generally relevant knowledge 
of their historical context, in order to engage with the sources and produce an analysis of them in relation to the question. The use of 
provenance may not be developed. 

Level 3 
11–15 
marks 

The answer is partially focused on the question. There is partial evaluation of the sources, with use of some knowledge of their 
historical context, in order to engage with the sources and produce a partial analysis of them in relation to the question. 

Level 2 
6–10 
marks 

The answer has only limited focus on the question. Evaluation of the sources is very general. There is limited use of generalised 
knowledge of historical context to engage with the sources and produce a basic analysis of them in relation to the question. 

Level 1 
1–5 
marks 

This answer is on the wider topic area, but not on the detail of the question. The sources are evaluated in a very basic way, primarily 
being used as a source of information with understanding of them being only partial. A very generalised knowledge of historical 
context is used in a very limited way to engage with the sources and to attempt a very simple analysis of them in relation to the 
question. 

0 marks No evidence of understanding or reference to the sources. 
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 AO1: Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features related to the 

periods studied, making substantiated judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, continuity, 
similarity, difference and significance. 

 Generic mark scheme for Section B, Questions 2 and 3: Essay [20] 

Level 6 
17–20 
marks 

There is a consistent focus on the question throughout the answer. Accurate and detailed knowledge and understanding is 
demonstrated throughout the answer and is consistently evaluated and analysed in order to reach substantiated, developed and 
sustained judgements. 
There is a well-developed and sustained line of reasoning which is coherent and logically structured. The information presented is 
entirely relevant and substantiated. 

Level 5 
13–16 
marks 

There is a mostly consistent focus on the question. Generally accurate and detailed knowledge and understanding is demonstrated 
through most of the answer and is evaluated and analysed in order to reach substantiated judgements, but these are not consistently 
well-developed. 
There is a well-developed line of reasoning which is clear and logically structured. The information presented is relevant and in the 
most part substantiated. 

Level 4 
10–12 
marks 

The question is generally addressed. Generally accurate and sometimes detailed knowledge and understanding is demonstrated 
through most of the answer with evaluation and some analysis, and this is used appropriately to support the judgements that are 
made. 
There is a line of reasoning presented with some structure. The information presented is in the most-part relevant and supported by 
some evidence. 

Level 3 
7–9 
marks 

The question is partially addressed. There is demonstration of some relevant knowledge and understanding, which is evaluated and 
analysed in parts of the answer, but in places knowledge is imparted rather than being used. The analysis is appropriately linked to 
the judgements made, though the way in which it supports the judgements may not always be made explicit. 
The information has some relevance and is presented with limited structure. The information is supported by limited evidence. 

Level 2 
4–6 
marks 

The focus is more on the topic than the specific demands of the question. Knowledge and understanding is limited and not well used, 
with only limited evaluation and analysis, which is only sometimes linked appropriately to the judgements made. 
The information has some relevance, but is communicated in an unstructured way. The information is supported by limited evidence 
and the relationship to the evidence may not be clear. 

Level 1 
1–3 
marks 

The answer relates to the topic but not the specific question. The answer contains only very limited relevant knowledge which is 
evaluated and analysed in a very limited way. Judgements are unsupported and are not linked to analysis. 
Relevant knowledge is limited, generalised and poorly used; attempts at argument are no more than assertion. 
Information presented is basic and may be ambiguous or unstructured. The information is supported by limited evidence. 

0 marks No evidence of understanding and no demonstration of any relevant knowledge. 
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